
SEPTEMBER 4, 2022……………...A MESSAGE OF HOPE…………ISAIAH 40:1-5

What is shaking in your world? Possibly your future, your faith, your family, or finances. 
Because life is filled with problems, God’s Word is filled with promises. For the next four 
weeks we will focus on some of the Bible’s most significant promises on and how they equip us 
to overcome difficult circumstances, experience lasting security, and make wise decisions as we 
journey on the “Way of Hope.”

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13 that faith, hope, and love mark the Christian community, but that 
one day only love will remain because faith and hope will no longer be needed. Our faith in 
Christ will not be needed for we will see him face to face, and our hope in Christ will not be 
needed because we will be dwelling with him in the new creation we had been anticipating. 
Today faith and hope are still desperately needed until Christ returns and makes all things new.

What does it mean to have hope? And does being a Christian have anything to do with how 
you answer that question?

In the Bible, for God’s people, “hopeful” does not mean holding onto an unrealistic, 
imaginative, wishful prayer. Rather — hope is a future expectation grounded in the past and 
sustained in the present. You’re not worried about it. You are actually preparing for your hope to 
come. Yet we often stop short in that definition of hope, only thinking of “hope” as a future 
expectation. Christian hope is much more than that. Yes, we certainly have a future hope that 
Jesus will return and bring about New Creation. But hope that only looks forward is merely 
wishful thinking. To go beyond wishful thinking, our hope must also look backwards and side to 
side. We need not only a future orientation, but we need to remember what God has done in the 
past and perceive what God is doing in the present.

This brings the sure hope which has been held out to God’s people for generations upon 
generations, and in our passage this morning the Prophet Isaiah holds this sure hope out to the 
Israelites who have been ravaged by invading nations and set up how the hope can be achieved, 
in three steps: Pardon, Preparation, and Paradise.

The Israel’s people at the time of this prophecy were a scattered people, wallowing in despair as 
punishment for their idolatry and rebellion. God punished them by raising up stronger nations to 
destroy their land and their temple leaving them without access to God, the only one who could 
save them in such desperate need. This is why this prophecy of hope was desperately needed.

Isaiah told them that before this hope can be achieved, they must be pardoned for their sins and 
prepare (purify) themselves, so that God can dwell with them again. The Israelites are pardoned 
under the light of God’s abundant mercy which surpasses a thousand generations. Hope is 
grounded in the Lord’s steadfast love and mercy towards his people. Though a Prophet 
laments the destruction of Jerusalem, hope wells up within him as he gazes towards the Lord’s 
unending love. …this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.



Where do we fit into this story? What is our hope for today? Because this sounds wonderful, 
but its wonder quickly fades when we turn and look at ourselves and look at our world. We need 
hope for today…because despair continues to cling to our lives. In this season of your life, what 
has been the strongest reminder of despair? Perhaps it fits into one of these three categories?

First, we see despair in our ongoing struggle with sin — this battle between what we’ve been 
saved from and what we’ve been saved to. Second, we see despair in our decaying bodies — age 
and disease gradually breaking us down until we are dust. And third, we see despair in our 
broken world — disease and hunger, hatred and warfare, crime and injustice. However, despair 
infiltrates our lives, all our despair is answered with hope in Christ.

Our hope is sure when we not only look forward to the future, but when we look back 
(where our hope is grounded in) and side-to-side (where God is presently sustaining it).

First — forward. Our hope is orientated to the future: towards New Creation in Christ. The 
Apostle Peter writes, …set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ1 Peter 1: 13. This hope of New Creation addresses the problem of our 
broken world. Peace, love, justice, joy, holiness, and worship will all be perfectly established and 
enjoyed. All things will be made new, and the glory of the Lord will be seen and known by all.

Second — back. Our hope is orientated toward the future new creation but is grounded in the 
past through Christ. The author of Hebrews writes, let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful (Heb 10:23). God has been faithful in his 
promises by sending Christ. We are reminded of this each Christmas season. His birth addresses 
the problem of our alienation from God. He has brought us nearby coming to us himself. His 
death addresses our struggle in sin. We’ve been pardoned by God and empowered to live 
changed lives. His resurrection addresses our decaying bodies. The glory of his resurrection was 
a preview of the same resurrection all God’s people will experience. Our future hope is grounded 
in what Christ has already done for us in history: he came, he died, and he rose.

Third — side-to-side. Our hope is orientated toward the future new creation, is grounded in 
Christ’ past work, and it is sustained in the present by the Holy Spirit. We see this present hope 
expressed by the Apostle Paul who writes — hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us (Rom 5:5). 

Our hope is sustained as we look to God’s present faithfulness to us when we see the Holy 
Spirit at work (1) creating faith where it does not exist and (2) strengthening the faith of 
those who believe. The Holy Spirit gives us glimpses of New Creation through the new 
creation of changed lives which glorify God.

Now we have moved far beyond wishful thinking and have come to rest in a sure expectation. 
Despite great struggle and despair that we may experience in life, we are standing upright with 
courage moving forward in the lives God has called us to live, knowing that we have been 
pardoned by God through Christ, He is preparing a way for his arrival, and He is making all 
things new that we may dwell with Him in paradise. Because Christ has come and the Spirit is 
here, our hope is sure.


